
A.C.T.
State of Mind

I’m in an

WIN
a 3-night Canberra escape for two

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 



Hotel Kurrajong Canberra was built in 1926. The Art Deco hotel is again etching a 
place in the nation’s psyche as a contemporary yet classic and sophisticated getaway. 

147 rooms overlook pretty terrace gardens, as does Chifley’s Bar & Grill with its 
seasonal menus and excellent whisky and wine lists. The hotel is located only a short 

walk from Parliament House, and close to major attractions.

For more information or to book  
T +61 2 6234 4444  |  meet@hotelkurrajong.com.au  |  hotelkurrajong.com.au

8 National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 Australia

Where the Capital Lives

2



By downloading this eBook and subscribing to the 
Truly Aus newsletter, you’re in the running to win a 
3-night Canberra getaway!

Canberra may be the main reason that people head to the Australian Capital 
Territory, however it’s also home to more than 30 cellar doors and a string 

of charming towns. Dubbed the ‘bush capital’ because of its abundant forest, 
farmland and nature reserves, it’s also a top spot for camping and bushwalking. 

WIN!

Australian Capital Territory
W E L C O M E

T O  T H E

Hotel Kurrajong Canberra was built in 1926. The Art Deco hotel is again etching a 
place in the nation’s psyche as a contemporary yet classic and sophisticated getaway. 

147 rooms overlook pretty terrace gardens, as does Chifley’s Bar & Grill with its 
seasonal menus and excellent whisky and wine lists. The hotel is located only a short 

walk from Parliament House, and close to major attractions.

For more information or to book  
T +61 2 6234 4444  |  meet@hotelkurrajong.com.au  |  hotelkurrajong.com.au

8 National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 Australia

Where the Capital Lives

3

Ph
ot

o:
 V

is
it

 C
an

be
rr

a

http://trulyaus.com


D E D I C A T E D  T O  E X P L O R I N G  A N D 
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  R E A L  A U S T R A L I A

TRULYAUS.COM

Ph
ot

o:
 L

uk
e 

Ts
ch

ar
ke

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

http://trulyaus.com


Publisher
Michelle Hespe
publisher@
publishingbychelle.com

Assistant Editor
Bethany Plint
editorial@
publishingbychelle.com

Editorial Assistant
Jay Winter
edassistant@
publishingbychelle.com

Brand & 
Communications 
Manager
Effe Sandas
advertising@
publishingbychelle.com

Contributors
Katrina Holden
Daniel Honan
Bethany Plint
Olivia Bornstein
Tim the Yowie Man
Sarah Hinder

5

What’s inside
06 Canberra
Australia’s capital is anything 
but boring, especially with its 
buzzing cafe and bar scene.
 
10 Wine country
Canberra’s thriving wine 
industry is small but mighty.

14 Outdoor adventures
From eScooters and mountain 
bikes to SUPs and hot air 
balloons, there are so many 
ways to see the ACT.

22 Getting artsy
It’s museums, studios and 
gelleries galore in this creative 
capital city.

26 Green spaces
From awe-inspiring national 
parks to woodland sanctuaries, 
getting close to nature is easy  
in the ACT.

30 In the ‘burbs
These suburban pockets 
around Canberra are hiding 
some of the coolest cafes, bars 
and restaurants in the city.

34 Win a 3-night 
Canberra getaway
By downloading this eBook and 
subscribing to the TrulyAus 
newsleter, you’re in the running 
to  win a 3-night getaway in 
Canberra for two. 

For more ACT stories, head to trulyaus.com/destinations/australian-capital-territory

https://www.trulyaus.com/destinations/australian-capital-territory/


Ph
ot

o:
 V

is
it

 C
an

be
rr

a

WORDS: KATRINA HOLDEN

Canberra



It might be a surprise (especially to 
those who haven’t dipped a toe into 
the ACT lately) to know that Canberra 
was ranked as the third-best city in 
the world to visit, behind Seville and 
Detroit, back in 2018. Who would 
have thought?

There’s no doubt about it, Canberra is 
a very pretty city, because every inch 
of it was planned after it was chosen in 
1908 as the country’s capital. Well, it 
had to be somewhere between Sydney 
and Melbourne and the sheer amount 
of space available in a flat area that 
was largely grazing land means that 
today, whether you’re on a bike, in a 
car or on foot, it’s a very easy city to 
get around.

Wondering what to do in Canberra? 
You’re in luck; there are plenty of 
galleries and museums to visit – the 
city is famous for them – but these 
days Canberra’s hotels, restaurants, 
bars and wineries are also something 
to write home about.
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Eateries galore
Brunch has become something of 
a national pastime and Canberra 
certainly delivers in the cafe 
department. Breakfast at Muse is a 
book-lover’s dream, and Kingston 
Wharf just down the road is packed 
with waterfront eateries to while 
away the morning. If you’re a fan 
of the sweet stuff, don’t miss the 
FreakShakes at Patissez in Manuka 
– and don’t worry, staff are keen to 
reassure customers that they are not 
alone if when they can’t finish their 
order. Bring your appetite.

Excellent coffee and specialty blends 
can be found at The Cupping Room 
on the corner of University Avenue 
and London Circuit, and a stroll down 
Braddon’s trendy Lonsdale Street 
reveals eclectic shops and hip bars and 
restaurants. Try eightysix for expertly-
prepared local food and Frugii Dessert 
Laboratory for a sugar hit with a twist.

After dark
When the sun goes down, the city’s 
whisky and cocktail fans come out to 
play. There’s certainly no shortage 
of bars and restaurants in Australia’s 
capital; Hippo Co alone has more 
than 280 whiskies stashed in the back 
bar. The White Rabbit Cocktail Room 
is another ritzy outfit that offers an 
extensive drinks menu and a selection 
of tapas dishes. To sample some of the 
hard stuff, Underground Spirits uses 
fresh spring water from the Snowy 
Mountains to produce award winning 
spirits in their boutique distillery in 
Canberra’s south-west.

Cellar doors
If you’re a lover of fine wine, extend 
your stay in Canberra and visit the 
region’s 30 cellar doors, all within 35 
minutes’ drive of the city centre. Meet 
the passionate vignerons and sample 
the wines made with grapes including 
riesling, viognier and tempranillo.

WHY WE LOVE IT
If someone tells you that Canberra is 
boring, tell them to go jump in the 
lake. Or better still, go for a spin on a 
bike around Lake Burley Griffin. They’ll 
discover they’re dead wrong.

WHEN TO GO
The ACT enjoys four distinctive seasons 
and whether you go in spring, summer, 
autumn or winter there’s always lots to 
do. Canberra is the only major Aussie 
city where it snows every winter.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE8

https://www.trulyaus.com/australian-capital-calling/
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Wine Country
Journey outside Canberra and you’ll find 
plenty to do, drink and eat. An exciting 
food and wine revolution is taking place 
in the ACT, hidden among the hills of 
the burgeoning Canberra vineyards. 
Travellers continue to discover what this 
often-overlooked part of Australia is truly 
capable of.

Within just 50 years, the Canberra 
District has grown from a few fledgling 
vineyards in the 1970s to a region 
now highly regarded for its top quality, 
cool-climate wines. Despite summer 
temperatures reaching well above 30 
degrees, Canberra is considered a cool-
climate region due to its inland elevation. 

WORDS: DANIEL HONAN
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We’ve picked out our top five cellar doors 
to visit in the ACT. 

Collector Wines
Collector is a tiny, blink-and-you’ll-miss-
it-town halfway between Goulburn 
and the ACT. It has one of the strangest 
sculpture displays, coolest cafes, and 
cutest cellar doors in the region. Most 
importantly, it boasts some of the best 
wines in the district. Here, beneath the 
winery’s red tin roof you’ll find charming 
chardonnays, racy rieslings and stunning 
shiraz. Refuel at Some Cafe, just next 
door. The team there serve great local 
coffee you can sip in a cosy, country 
atmosphere. Or, enjoy a delicious bite to 
eat from their simple, seasonal menu.

Lerida Estate
Situated opposite the ephemeral Lake 
Weereewa (Lake George), just outside 
the city, is the stylish, Glenn Murcutt-
designed Lerida Estate. Sit, sip, and 
savour while tasting a selection of this 
establishment’s finest wines. Sample 
fantastic fizz and blushing rosés, elegant 
whites and robust reds. Café Lerida is the 
perfect place to take in the magnificent 
views, while you graze on a lunch menu 
that suits all tastes and age groups. 

Poacher’s Pantry
Home of Wily Trout wines and some 
of the finest smoked meats and cheese 
anywhere in Australia, Poachers Pantry 
is a quintessential Canberran institution. 
About 35 minutes’ out of town, it’s an 
easy day-trip for the discerning traveller. 
Enjoy a leisurely lunch beside the 
landscaped gardens, or spend some time 
inside tasting the excellent estate-grown 
wines from the property’s sprawling 280 
hectares.

Four Winds Winery
Murrumbateman is the poster child for 
fine Canberran wine and Four Winds is no 
exception,  specialising in fine rieslings and 
delicate rosés. Located at Patemans Lane, 
Four Winds offers tasting flights and its 
wood-fired oven pumps out fresh pizzas 
all weekend long.

Shaw Vineyard Estate
With the recent opening of its state-
of-the-art cellar door and tasting 
rooms, Shaw is a must-visit vineyard. Its 
reputation for outstanding wine precedes 
is well deserved, as are the delicious 
dishes served up at onsite restaurant 
Olleyville. Lunch could easily turn into 
dinner, if you’re not careful. 

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE12

https://www.trulyaus.com/canberra-vineyards/


“Established winemakers 
are being joined by a new 

generation to set the scene 
for a future of revolutionary 

winemaking.
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Australia’s capital is mostly flat, well-spaced out and dotted with lakes 
and waterways, so it’s only natural to spend most of your time outside. 
The city is wonderfully bike and pedestrian-friendly, connecting with 
trails that snake out through the suburbs and beyond. National parks, 
nature reserves and recreational hubs give outdoorsy types endless 
opportunities to get those endorphins pumping. The following outdoor 
activities are just a sample of what’s on offer.

Outdoor 
Adventures
WORDS: BETHANY PLINT
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SUP and kayaking
Of all the fun outdoor activities to 
choose from, getting out for a paddle 
on a hot day tops the list. Regardless of 
your paddling experience, Lake Burley 
Griffin should be your first port of call. 
Held in high regard as the centrepiece 
of Canberra, this man-made lake is 
huge – its circumference is almost 40 
kilometres. So there’s plenty of space for 
paddlers to spread out and explore the 
inlets and isles. Kayaks, canoes, SUPs and 
even paddle boats are always drifting 
along the glassy waters.
  
There are dozens of launch spots around 
the lake. Remember, you’ll be competing 
with cyclists, walkers and picnickers 
for a parking spot, so it pays to arrive 
early. You can rent kayaking equipment 
from the Paddle Hub at YMCA Aquatic 
Recreation Centre and SUP gear from 
Stand Up Paddle Canberra. If you’re 
bringing your own gear, be sure to wear 
appropriate safety equipment as water 
police patrol the lake regularly.

Just 15 minutes’ drive north of the 
city, Lake Ginninderra is another top 
spot for a paddle. The U-shaped lake 
wraps around an extensive wetland 
that is home to an extraordinary range 
of wildlife and waterbirds. You may 
encounter the odd powerboat, but the 
ACT’s strict recreational boating laws 
tend to keep the water pretty peaceful. Ph
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If you’re after a day trip, Kangaroo 
River provides a beautiful setting for 
more experienced paddlers. The stretch 
between Flat Rock and Gerringong 
Creek Road takes about two hours and 
encounters a few grade three rapids.

Walking trails
Perhaps the most well-trodden walking 
track in Canberra is the Centenary Trail. 
This 145-kilometre track takes about 
seven days to complete but you’ll find 
plenty of smaller segments to stretch 
your legs on. The track varies in intensity 
and there are a few steep accents. The 
best sections to tackle in one day are the 
One Tree Hill summit and Murrumbidgee 
River stretch. The first is a nine-kilometre 
return trip beginning in the village of Hall, 
offering amazing views of Canberra’s 
major towns. The second is about eight 
kilometres and takes you to Red Rocks 
Gorge Lookout.
  
A quick, albeit steep trail only 45 minutes’ 
drive from the city is Booroomba Rocks 
Walk in Namadgi National Park. It 
takes about 30 minutes to reach the 
top, where the view of the surrounding 
bushland is incredibly rewarding. But it’s 
a tough ascent. No-one will judge you for 
stopping to “fix your shoelace” while you 
catch your breath.

Meanwhile, in the heart of the city a few 
laps of Anzac Parade will help get your 
steps up. Lined by gumtrees and patches 

of native grasses, this wide boulevard 
leads from the Australian War Memorial 
to Commonwealth Park. From here, 
you’ll get a fabulous view over the water 
towards Parliament House. 

At an achievable 8.5kms, the One Tree 
Hill hike is one of the most popular 
Canberra outdoor activities year 
round. Offering an incredible view and 
a shamelessly instagram-able photo 
opportunity at the top, the walk takes 
around two-hours return. The trail begins 
and ends in the town of Hall, 30-minutes 
drive from the city. The One Tree Hill 
walk makes up part of the Canberra 
Centenary Trail – a 145km loop around 
the city of Canberra.

16
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Cycling and mountain biking
Boasting a terrific network of cycling 
trails, sightseeing on two wheels is one of 
the most popular local outdoor activities. 
Canberra’s lakes are lined with wide 
cycleways that cater to both foot and bike 
traffic. Lake Burley Griffin’s entire bike 
track spans a hefty 30 kilometres, but 
the central loop is a more leisurely five 
kilometres. Nearby, Lake Ginninderra has 
a shared cycleway that links up with the 
Belconnen cycleway network at a number 
of spots.
  
Mountain bikers have plenty of trails to 
choose from in Canberra’s surrounding 
areas. Stromlo Forest Park boasts more 
than 40 kilometres of cross-country 
trails of varying levels of difficulty. A little 
smaller but just as fun, Majura Pines 

was built by volunteers and offers some 20 
kilometres of graded trails.
The Canberra Centenary Trail isn’t just for 
walkers – it’s a mountain-biking mecca too. 
To conquer the entire 145-kilometre trail, 
you’ll need about three days and a whole lot 
of pedal power. However, the track is broken 
up into smaller, well-signposted sections for 
shorter bursts of mountain-biking action.
  
You’ll find plenty of places to rent bikes 
in the city but Cycle Canberra is a safe 
bet. They’ll even deliver the bikes to your 
accommodation. Otherwise, you can opt for 
a pay-as-you-pedal approach. 

Another on-trend way of getting about is 
by electric scooter. WalkSmart offers daily, 
weekly and monthly eScooter rental so you 
can zip around the city with ease.
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Hot air ballooning
People travel far and wide to places 
like Cappadocia, Jaipur and Tuscany to 
experience the rush of flying in a hot air 
balloon, but you don’t need to go that 
far for an equally magical experience. 
Hot air ballooning in Canberra is just as 
spectacular.

Once you’re in the air and the pilot 
switches off the flame, you’re enveloped 
by a peaceful silence, broken only by 
the “oohs” and “aahs” of your fellow 
passengers. The balloon becomes one 
with the wind. This is why so much care is 
taken beforehand to ensure a safe flight. 
You’re completely at the mercy of the 
elements.
  
While balloons fly all year round (weather 
permitting), the best time to experience a 
hot air balloon flight is during Canberra’s 
annual Enlighten Festival. The festival 
occurs around March each year, involving 
outdoor food markets, light displays 
and various celebrations of local artists’ 
work. The main event, however, is the 
Canberra Balloon Spectacular. Hundreds 
of balloons gently lift off of the ground, 
filling the dusty-pink dawn sky with 
brightly coloured bulbs.

19



Guided tours and cruises
If you’re visiting Canberra without a car, 
a guided tour is a great way to hand the 
logistics over to someone else. Canberra 
Guided Tours is a well-established 
operator that offers a variety of full and 
half-day tours. The Best of Wildlife tour 
visits Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve, where 
you’ll spot emus, koalas and kangaroos 
– perhaps even a platypus. The Cool 
Climate Wine Experience combines 
breathtaking country sightseeing with 
intimate wine tastings at some of the 
region’s most renowned cellar doors.
  
If you only have a few hours to spare, 
they’ll be well spent cruising Lake Burley 
Griffin. Take in the sights from the deck 
of a boat and soak up a bit of history 
while you’re at it. The hosts of Lake 
Burley Griffin Cruises are extremely 
knowledgeable and quite cheeky with 
their one-liners. Expect to pay about $20 
per adult and less than $10 per child.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE20

https://www.trulyaus.com/canberra-outdoor-activities/
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WORDS: OLIVIA BORNSTEIN

Getting 
artsy 
Canberra, known for its monuments and 
museums, is also home to some of the best 
art galleries in the nation. From classical 
paintings to glassblowing and modern 
art installations, Australia’s capital has 
something for every kind of art lover. 
Whether you’re a local or just visiting, it’s 
well worth taking time to peruse the gems 
showcased in these world-class art galleries.

National Gallery of Australia
Founded in 1967, this relatively young 
gallery is a shining star of the Canberra art 
scene, boasting more than 160,000 works of 
art. With such an impressive collection, the 
NGA can curate an eclectic mix of offerings. 
Shows include permanent Australian, 
Asian, Pacific, European and American 
art exhibitions. Just a few steps outside 
the gallery, you’ll stumble upon a surreal 
sculpture garden. The artist, Fuji Nakaya, 
describes his work as a “fog sculpture”.
  
Continue to the front of the gallery and 
you’ll encounter another incredible 
installation. Here, James Turrell’s ‘Skyspace’ 
allows you to immerse yourself in an entirely 
new universe. After hours spent exploring 
the seemingly infinite offerings of the Ph
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NGA, you can recharge at the cafe. Once 
sufficiently caffeinated, it’s time to tick off 
another of our favourite art galleries in 
Canberra.

National Portrait Gallery
The National Portrait Gallery is 
undoubtedly a national treasure, featuring 
both traditional and contemporary 
portraiture. Established in 1998, the 
gallery prides itself on exhibiting the faces 
of Australians from all circles of influence. 
The diverse collection represents our rich 
multiculturalism. The collection weaves a 
story which Andrew Sayers, the original 
director, once likened to “a tapestry, rather 
than a tombstone”. 
  
Notable portraits include those of actress 
Deborah Mailman by Evert Ploeg, rocker 
Nick Cave by Howard Arkley and musician 
Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu by Guy 
Maestri. The Gallery sparks inspiration 
and allows spectators to connect with the 
incredible experiences of other Australians.

Canberra Museum and Gallery
Located in the heart of Canberra’s CBD, 
the Canberra Museum and Gallery is an 
art museum with an urban edge. CMAG’s 
pride and joy is undoubtedly its permanent 
exhibition of Sidney Nolan paintings. These 
works tell the tale of the prolific artist’s 
personal journey to critical acclaim.
  
History buffs should check out the ‘Seeing 
Canberra’ exhibit, which explores the 
capital city’s fascinating tale of creation 
and modernisation. CMAG has also been 
known to host events such as classic film 
screenings and curator-led discussion 
panels. It’s a wonderful playground for art 
enthusiasts and film aficionados.

Canberra Glassworks
One of the more unusual art galleries in 
Canberra, just a few minutes from the city, 
is Canberra Glassworks. Here, you can 
watch highly skilled artists play with fire. 
Head straight to the Hotshop to witness 
artists blowing and shaping glass into 
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THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE

whimsical designs. If you want to get more 
hands on, book a private lesson.

Gallery of Small Things
Not to be underestimated for its size, 
the aptly named Gallery of Small Things 
embodies the term small but mighty, 
featuring a variety of art disciplines, 
including jewellery, photography, ceramics 
and even hat couture. Ten minutes’ drive 
from the city centre, GOST’s quaint 
community in Watson feels far removed 
from urban life. Many of the pieces on 
display are for sale – support the artists 
and take home a souvenir to remind you of 
your time in this little, whimsical world.

Aboriginal Dreamings Gallery
Dedicated to the ethical sourcing and 
documentation of Indigenous Arts, Canberra’s 
Aboriginal Dreamings Gallery is a powerhouse 
of local Indigenous talent. Established in 1989, 
this commercial gallery celebrates a suite of 
Australian Indigenous art and craft – some 
pieces even date back to the 1970s.
  
The exhibitions are refreshed every four to six 
weeks. Art collectors from all over the world 
can peruse the extensive collection online 
through the gallery’s webiste. Most items are 
for sale, so art aficionados can bring their own 
spaces to life with these engaging, authentic 
Indigenous artworks.

25
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WORDS: TIM THE YOWIE MAN

Green 
Spaces
Because more than half of the ACT is 
protected as nature reserve, Canberra 
deserves its reputation as Australia’s bush 
capital. We’ve picked out our favourite spots 
to stop, take a breath and enjoy nature.

Namadgi National Park
Featuring dramatic peaks, sweeping river 
valleys and granite tor outcrops, Namadgi is 
a stunning national park for all seasons.
In summer, grab an inflatable mattress and 
float down one of the mountain streams (try 
the Gudgenby River) flanked by magnificent 
meadows of wildflowers. In winter, slip on 
some snowshoes and explore the great 
white wilderness, keeping an eye out for 
animal tracks along the way.

Come autumn and spring, Namadgi is a 
bushwalkers’ paradise with 160 kilometres 
of marked tracks. Treks range from two and 
a half hours (six kilometres return) to the 
remarkable Yankee Hat Aboriginal rock 
art site, to overnight hikes along the rocky 
spine of the Brindabella Range. In fact, it’s in 
rock overhangs around hulking peaks such 
as Mount Gingera (1,857 metres) where 
during spring bogong moths arrive en 
masse for their summer hibernation.

27



Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve
If you want to get up close to some 
native critters, beat a path to this knock-
out nature park, wedged up against the 
mountains to the south of the city. Just 
past the entrance gate, you can tick off 
Australia’s coat of arms with sightings of 
kangaroos and emus roaming free, but 
you’ll have to head deeper into the park to 
spot more elusive creatures, including the 
mysterious platypus. 

With 20-odd designated hiking tracks of 
various grades and lengths, Tidbinbilla 
is also a popular day walk destination. A 
top choice for families is the Birrigai Time 
Trail (three kilometres return), which 
doesn’t only lead you to a hidden cave 
used by Indigenous people dating back 
over 20,000 years, but also to a number 
of naturally occurring crawl-throughs – 
perfect for a game of hide and seek.

Canberra Nature Park
Unlike most other Australian cities where 
hilltops were among the first places to 
be developed, Canberra’s suburban 
vantage spots were left untouched. Today 
they make up a smorgasbord of small 
nature parks, allowing animals to move 
throughout the city. There are 33 of these 
boutique nature parks in total, most tailor-
made for a leisurely stroll to get back 
to nature. Due to their proximity to the 
suburbs, you can finish your exploration 
with a coffee or ice cream at a nearby cafe. 

Wrapped around some of these nature 
parks is the much-loved Murrumbidgee 
River Corridor, a 66-kilometre strip 
of riverside greenspace that follows 
Australia’s second-longest river on its 
entire journey through the ACT. You can 
walk alongside the ’bidgee most of the way 
– or if you’re really adventurous ride the 
rapids of Red Rocks Gorge in a kayak.

Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary
Located on the fringe of the city’s northern 
suburbs, Canberra’s newest nature park 
(free entry) is best explored after the 
sun sets. It’s well-known that many of 
Australia’s native animals are nocturnal, 
and a special predator-proof fence 
constructed in this woodland protects 
vulnerable creatures from threats such as 
foxes and feral cats. 

Under the cloak of darkness, you can 
spotlight sugar gliders, powerful owls 
and, who knows, you may even glimpse an 
Eastern bettong — after becoming extinct 
on mainland Australia more than 100 years 
ago they were successfully re-introduced 
to the fenced sanctuary in 2012.

The rangers at Mulligans offer many 
engaging experiences (charges apply) 
to visitors. School holiday tours include 
Hollow Homes, an easy stroll during which 
your expert guide uses a number of tiny 
cameras to observe the animals hiding 
inside the trees. 

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE28

https://www.trulyaus.com/national-parks-australian-capital-territory/


Unlike most other Australian 
cities where hilltops were 
among the first places to 
be developed, Canberra’s 

suburban vantage spots were 
left untouched.

Ph
ot

o:
 V

isi
t C

an
be

rr
a

29



In the ‘burbs
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WORDS: SARAH HINDER



Running through the centre of Braddon, 
Lonsdale Street is the beating heart of fun 
and food-loving suburb Braddon. A stroll 
down the street will have you pass an 
eclectic collection of Canberra’s greatest 
gourmet game-changers, from fervour 
favourites to the new kids on the block.

KYO, Braddon
An absolute gem, KYO doesn’t need to 
shout to stand out as one of Canberra’s 
best cafés. It simply is. Tucked into an 
inviting and airy courtyard, the café is like 
a little oasis just off the main drag.

The space is natural and welcoming, with 
communal-style tables, exposed concrete 
walls and a neat open kitchen. Here, chef 
Imojuan works her magic on a seasonal 
Japanese-inspired menu. The café opened 
its doors in September 2018, serving 
delicious KYO coffee roasted by owner 
Michael himself nearby. 

Frugii Dessert Laboratoy, Braddon
Across the road, Frugii is a dessert-lovers 
dream. The gelateria and dessert shop 
is set within the ORI Building; a small 
shopping arcade. A small family-run 
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business, Frugii is owned and lovingly run 
by John and Ed Marshall, who have been 
making ice cream for more than 20 years.

The sweet-smelling cosy shop on 
Lonsdale Street is full every night of the 
week with after-dinner dessert hunters 
sampling a rotating menu of ice cream 
and gelato flavours, inventive cakes and 
semifreddo. 

Sweet Bones Bakery & Cafe, Braddon
Cupcakes meet skull and crossbones at this 
cool vegan café and bakery. It sits cosily on a 
little side street off the Lonsdale strip. Run 
by Emily and Russell Brindley, who have a 
passion for wholefoods, the café effortlessly 
oozes rock ‘n’ roll and rustic charm.

Whether you’re vegan or not, this is a great 
spot to start out your morning (or wind 
down the arvo). The coffee is roasted locally 
by Redbrick Coffee and the meals have a 
homely, healthy feel. 

eightysix, Braddon
eightysix has been wowing foodies for 
six years. With its open kitchen, modern 
architecture and experienced waitstaff, the 

one-hatted restaurant was named after ‘86-
ing’: crossing a dish off the menu after it has 
sold out.

Buzzing with excitement every night of the 
week, Braddonites know this is a hit for 
gourmet feasts and good vibes. Think fun 
cocktails, rave-worthy desserts and offbeat 
inventive mains.

Capital Brewing Co, Fyshwick
A little off the beaten track – and well 
worth it – Capital Brewing Co has been 
making waves on the craft beer scene since 
2016. Starting out gypsy brewing (renting 
out brewing space in another brewery) 
in Sydney’s Hairyman Brewery, Capital 
Brewing Co’s Fyshwick taproom officially 
opened in September 2017. 

Today the brewery and beer garden is a fun 
and welcoming space, with a super relaxed 
vibe; kids and dogs are welcome. There’s an 
interesting variety of hops regularly on tap. 

You can take brewery tour to learn about 
the team’s unique brewing process, and 
enjoy delicious burgers from the onsite 
BROD food truck. 

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE32

https://www.trulyaus.com/braddon-fyshwick/
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Win a 3-night
Canberra getaway

You’re in the running to win a 3-night stay in Canberra for two

Australia’s capital is bursting with awesome outdoor activities, cool 
museums and galleries, trendy cocktail bars and beer gardens. With 
a base at The Hotel Kurrajong Canberra, you’ll be perfectly placed to 
soak it all up in style. Plus, a day’s eScooter rental will make exploring 
the capital even more fun!

Prize includes:
• 3 nights accommodation at The Hotel Kurrajong
• One day eScooter rental from WalkSmart

Terms & conditions apply. See website for details. IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 


