
Western Australia
State of Mind

I’m in a

WIN
a 3-night Perth escape for two

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 



my other address
adinahotels.com

Adina Apartment Hotel Perth

Spacious studio, 1 and 2 bedroom 
self-contained apartments with 

hotel service in the heart of Perth.

2



A 3-night stay at Adina Perth and 
a day trip to Rottnest Island

Covering the entire western third of Australia, Western Australia is a world unto 

itself.  Famous for its breathtakingly beautiful beaches, wildflower displays, Indigenous 

heritage, vast outback and sense of space (there are only 2.6 million inhabitants), WA is a 

spectacular state that’s also renowned for its wine regions and laid-back hospitality.

WIN!

Western Australia
W E L C O M E

T O
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Beaches, trendy bars and 
urban art – WA’s capital city is 
effortlessly cool.

 

10 Swan Valley
Bring an empty esky and an 

appetite – you’ll need it.

14 Broome
Rich reds and turquoise 
blues – Broome’s palette is  
a photographer’s dream.

18 Monkey Mia
Come for the dolphins, stay 
for the seafood, fishing, 
sunny days and 4WDriving. 

22 Margaret River
From catching waves to swirling 
world-class wine, this coastal 
haven has something for every 
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Remote, unspoiled and 
ridiculously photogenic – 
clear out your camera roll  
for this one.

30 Ningaloo Reef
Swimming with the world’s 
largest whale sharks is just 
one of the many reasons to 
visit this piece of paradise.
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Perth has managed to perfect 
the balance between trendy and 
accessible over the years in ways 
that other cities have not. It’s a place 
where food, wine, craft beer, coffee, 
music, art and culture come together 
to create a city that is both vibrant 
and unpretentious. Whenever a new 
trend pops up around the country 
and everyone goes mad for it, there’s 
a good chance someone in Perth has 
been doing it for years and hasn’t felt 
the need to do a big song and dance 
about it.

Perth CBD is nothing like those on 
the eastern seaboard. It’s quiet and 
leafy, and buildings rarely exceed five 
storeys. The shopping strip on Hay 
Street and its adjoining alleyways 
create a buzzing shopping precinct 
where you’ll find a handful of gourmet 
bakeries and higher-end fast food 
outlets. In the evening, Northbridge 
becomes a hive of activity where 
burger joints and trendy eateries spill 
out onto the street and patrons stroll 
from one hip cocktail bar to another.

Ph
ot

os
: T

ou
ris

m
 W

es
te

rn
 A

us
tr

al
ia

7



Top attractions in Perth
A visit to Kings Park is a must-do. 
Panoramic views from various lookout 
points show Perth and its surrounds 
in all their laid-back glory. The park 
is dotted with war memorial statues, 
fountains and picnic spots, and many of 
the meticulously kept gardens feature 
native plant species that attract a 
flurry of bird and wildlife. 

Perth is also developing a reputation 
for urban art. The inner city suburbs 
are decked out with murals on entire 
building walls, as well as the more 
discreet artworks that pop up on the 
pavement. If you really want to dive  
into the street art scene, opt for a 
walking tour with a local guide to find 
the best spots.

In nearby Fremantle, live music and 
markets fill the spaces that aren’t 
already occupied by artisan boutiques 

and art galleries. Home to Little 
Creatures Brewery, pioneers of the 
craft beer movement in WA, Fremantle 
also has lots of cafes and heritage 
pubs. All along the coast, fish and chip 
shops can be found across the road 
from nearly every beach, offering a 
quick, cheap meal to enjoy as the sun 
sets out to sea.

And of course, you can’t pass up the 
opportunity to see the world’s most 
adorable animal. The quokkas on 
Rottnest Island, a 25-minute ferry ride 
from Fremantle, will steal your heart – 
and possibly your lunch if you leave it 
lying around (but please be careful not 
to). These little guys have no natural 
predators on the island, which is why 
they are so friendly and accustomed 
to human contact. But please do give 
them space and consider whether you 
really need that quokka selfie for your 
Instagram. 

WHY WE LOVE IT
Over the past decade Perth has 
transformed into a mecca of the arts. 
Its growing food scene, unpretentious 
character and proximity to the coast 
will have visitors flooding in en masse.

WHEN TO GO
The latter half of the year offers 
increasingly warm days and balmy 
evenings. Events such as the Perth 
Royal Show and wildflower season make 
spring the ideal time to visit.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE8

https://www.trulyaus.com/perth-wa-guide/
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Swan Valley
Just outside Perth, WA’s oldest wine-

growing region has far more to offer than 

exceptional wines. Countless breweries, 

distilleries, artisan food producers and 

some of the best restaurants and cafes 

can all be found in the rolling hills of the 

Swan Valley. The best part? This food and 

wine haven is only a 25-minute drive from 

the CBD.

Wine-tasting in the Swan Valley
The region enjoys a Mediterranean 

climate and rich, fertile soil, allowing some 

of the finest grape varieties to flourish 

year after year. While the Swan Valley 

produces a huge variety of wines, the 

frontrunners are verdelho, chenin blanc, 

petit verdot and shiraz, as well as a bounty 

of sparkling and fortified wines. 

Vintners in the Swan Valley have been 

producing quality wine since the early 

1800s, but that doesn’t mean they’re 

stuck in the past. The region boasts 

award-winning wineries on both ends 

of the spectrum, from early operations 

such as Houghton Wines, which was 

established just four years after Western 

Australia was colonised, to newcomers 

like Sittella, which was named the best 

small producer of the year a few seasons 

back. Sittella’s restaurant serves fabulous 

food in an idyllic setting in the heart of the 

vineyard. 

Founded in 1840, Sandalford Wines is 

one of WA’s oldest and largest privately 

owned wineries. The cellar door doubles 

as a large store offering all sorts of wine 

paraphernalia.

WORDS: MICHELLE HESPE



The tastings can include Estate Reserve 

and Margaret River and Element wines, as 

well as ultra-premium drops. The grounds 

are well worth a leisurely wander on a 

warm afternoon. You’ll find some of the 

oldest vines in the country in a pretty-

as-a-picture lush garden patch that is 

an ode to the early days of Australia’s 

winemaking.

Where to eat in the region
Before you go tasting all that wine, you’ll 

want to line your stomach with some 

goodies from local producers Mondo 

Nougat and The Cheese Barrel. Mondo 

is run by an Italian family who create 

traditional crunchy nougat as well as the 

chewy stuff in flavours such as macadamia 

and honey, pistachio and almond, and 

salted caramel. The Cheese Barrel is 

set just metres from Olive Farm Wines’ 

cellar door, producing both local and 

international artisan cheese that can be 

paired with top-notch local wines. 

Mandoon Estate is a one-stop-shop for 

food, wine and beer lovers. Wild Swan is 

the property’s fine-dining venue, headed 

up by executive chef Michael Hartnell. 

It offers a carefully crafted modern 

Australian menu to match the award-

winning wines and craft beer produced 

by Mandoon Estate. The brewery 

features a tapas-style menu paired with 

complimentary beers. The casual outdoor 

area, The Llawn, comprises a beer garden, 

delicatessen and plenty of grassy spots 

where you can throw down a picnic rug. 

Feral Brewing Co. is another excellent 

spot for a meal and, as a bonus, you can 

taste their award-winning brews while 

you’re at it. Having a deep respect for 

traditional brewing methods, the team at 

Feral is responsible for the Swan Valley’s 

first barrel-aged barley wine as well as a 

range of experimental and seasonal beers. 

Remember to pack an empty esky – you’ll 

definitely need it!

WHY WE LOVE IT
Steeped in Indigenous and 
Mediterranean migration history, the 
Swan Valley region demonstrates how 
tradition and innovation can intertwine 
in the most glorious and delicious ways.

WHEN TO GO
You might strike a bargain with your 
accommodation if you visit during 
the winter months, but the shoulder 
seasons are perfect for winery 
hopping and dining outdoors.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE12

https://www.trulyaus.com/swan-valley-wa/


“Vinters in the Swan Valley 
have been producing quality 

wine since the early 1800s, but 
that doesn’t mean they’re  

stuck in the past”
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Whether it’s relaxing on white sandy beaches or sipping 
cocktails at sunset, seeking out dinosaur footprints or getting 
up close to snubfin dolphins, Broome, in Northern WA, has 
something for everyone.

Broome
WORDS: LEAH MCLENNAN
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History of Broome
Broome and the Kimberley region were 
home to Indigenous people for at least 
30,000 years before the arrival of white 
Europeans. The Yawuru people are the 
native title holders for the townsite of 
Broome and more than 84 Aboriginal 
communities live in the surrounding 
area. Today, 90 per cent of Broome’s 
population is made up of individuals  
from mixed backgrounds including  
many with Indigenous, European and 
Asian heritage. 

A large number are descendants of the 
Japanese, Chinese, Malaysians and 
Filipinos who came to seek their fortunes Ph
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as pearl divers. Chinatown is a legacy 
of the industry’s boom days before the 
market collapsed, eventually replaced by 
the cultured pearls trade.

Top things to see in Broome
Roebuck Bay is reminiscent of a 
giant open-air museum, covered in 
130-million-year-old footprints left 
behind by some 15 different types of 
dinosaurs that used to roam around this 
remarkable part of the globe. The milky 
turquoise waters that swirl around the 
bay are home to saltwater crocs, dugongs 
and snubfin dolphins; a species so rare 
that David Attenborough’s film crew 
flew in for a month to film its habitat and 
movements.

About 25 kilometres to the east of 
Broome, the Broome Bird Observatory 
has the uncanny ability to turn the most 
casual tourist into a dedicated twitcher. 
Who could not be in awe of the estimated 

800,000 birds that visit Roebuck Bay’s 
mangrove-dotted shoreline every year?
Cable Beach is easily one of the 
most recognisable places in Broome, 
particularly at sunset when a string of 
camels plods along the sand carrying 
wide-eyed tourists high on their humps. 
If that’s not your thing, you can observe 
the scene from a beachside bar while 
sipping cocktails. You’ll see plenty of 
locals driving their 4WDs onto the 
22-kilometre-long strip of white sand for 
a barbecue. If you’ve got a 4WD of your 
own, why not join them? There’s plenty of 
room to spread out and soak it all up.

Back in town, Chinatown boasts some 
of the world’s finest pearl and jewellery 
showrooms. Even if you’re just window 
shopping, visiting some of the jewellers 
and boutiques in the area will give 
you a newfound appreciation for the 
remarkable gems that are found and 
cultured in the  Broome region.

WHY WE LOVE IT
Broome is home to a beautiful natural 
phenomenon called the ‘Staircase to 
the Moon.’ It occurs when the golden 
glow of the full moon on the tidal flats 
creates the illusion of an enormous, 
glowing staircase.

WHEN TO GO
The best place to witness the spectacle 
is at Town Beach. Every Thursday 
evening from June to September there’s 
an open-air market with stalls, live 
music and food trucks that dish up 
authentic Asian street food.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE
16

https://www.trulyaus.com/broome-wa/


At sunset, a string of camels 
plod along the sands of Cable 

Beach carrying wide-eyed 
tourists high on their humps.
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Monkey Mia
WORDS: JENNIFER ENNIONPh
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About 850 kilometres north of Perth, a 

turquoise bay meets a thin strip of cream-

coloured sand where hundreds of visitors 

gather every week. They converge in 

this remote spot, known as Monkey Mia 

Reserve, for one reason: bottlenose 

dolphins. But they aren’t any dolphins. 

The friendly pods have been interacting 

with humans for at least 35 years, making 

this salty outpost one of Australia’s most 

desirable destinations.

Monkey Mia is part of the Shark Bay 

World Heritage Area and is lauded as 

an area of global significance due to the 

presence of rare and important plants and 

animals. It’s one of the few places in the 

world you can witness incredible dolphin 

behaviours, such as coastal foraging or 

calves socialising in the shallows, right 

from the beach

More than dolphins
Not far away, the ebb and flow of the 

ocean reveals a fascinating history. To 

the uninitiated, Hamelin Pool is like many 

other stretches of Australian coastline; 

low tide exposes a seabed pockmarked 

with rocks and irregular shapes. But if you 

19



look closely, you’ll discover the Hamelin 

Pool stromatolites, the oldest and largest 

living fossils on the planet.

Denham, the closest town, is 25 

kilometres from Monkey Mia and 

maintains a sleepy coastal vibe. A lone 

lugger rests in a glassy bay as a reminder 

of Denham’s shell-quarrying history 

– cyclists on the self-guided Denham 

Discovery Trail will come across The 

Old Pearler Restaurant (a top spot 

for seafood) and St Andrews Anglican 

Church, both built out of these cockle 

shells – a quirky feature of Australia’s 

westernmost settlement.

Denham is a peaceful base for further 

exploration, not only to Monkey Mia but 

also into Francois Peron National Park 

(primarily for 4WDs), Shell Beach and 

Hamelin Pool. About 45 kilometres to 

the south-east, Shell Beach lures road-

trippers keen to set foot on a shore made 

of miniature shells, blindingly white and 

rough underfoot. The shells are said to be 

up to 10 metres deep at some points and 

the beach spans some 70 kilometres.

WHY WE LOVE IT
Dolphin feedings take place at a local 
resort each day. They are only fed 10 per 
cent of their daily food requirements to 
ensure they continue to hunt naturally 
and teach their calves vital survival skills.

WHEN TO GO
The crowds during summer school 
holidays can be intense, but for good 
reason. The days are hot, the beaches 
are patrolled and there’s a great 
atmosphere in the surrounding towns.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE20

https://www.trulyaus.com/monkey-mia/


Dolphins are the drawcard 
but they’re only one of 

many reasons to journey to 
WA’s famous Monkey Mia.
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WORDS: MICHELLE HESPE

Albany
Thirty million years ago, Antarctica and 

Australia were still joined at the point where 

Albany’s stunningly rugged coastline now 

juts out into the Great Southern Ocean. 

Together, the two vast lands formed part 

of the supercontinent called Gondwana. 

Looking out from The Gap across the jagged 

cliffs rising majestically from the sea, it looks 

as though a ginormous granite jigsaw puzzle 

has been ripped apart by the powerful force 

of the ocean.

History and culture in Albany
Albany is as rich in history as it is with 

adventure. There are two places that anyone 

who is curious about the past should visit to 

gain an understanding of how this outpost 

developed into the cultural hub it is today. 

The first is the National Anzac Centre, 

established to honour the men and women 

who sacrificed their lives in World War I. 

The architecturally designed centre offers 

a dramatic, telescopic view overlooking the 

location from where, in late 1914, 41,000 

troops departed on more than 50 ships to 

serve in the Great War. Many thousands of 

them did not return. 

The second is quite confronting, but it 

showcases a collection of important stories 

that need to be shared. The Historic 

Whaling Station tells the 178-year history Ph
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of whaling in Albany. It was originally called 

Whale World when it opened in 1980, after 

Cheynes Beach Whaling Company – the 

last whaling company to cease operations 

in Australia – was shut down in 1978. 

On a brighter note, this region is one of 

the main thoroughfares for the annual 

migration of humpbacks, southern rights 

and rare blue whales – from June until 

October the whale watching is some of the 

best in Australia. 

Food and drink in Albany
You can’t visit the Great Southern wine 

region without sampling some local 

produce. A 40-minute drive through the 

countryside will take you to Mount Barker, 

where the famed Plantagenet Wines is 

based. In 1968, Englishman Tony Smith 

planted shiraz and cabernet sauvignon 

grapes, and six years later those grapes 

were picked and turned into internationally 

acclaimed wines. Today, Plantagenet Wines 

welcomes guests to the gorgeous cellar 

door for tastings of its finest seasonal 

drops, paired with cheese platters.

For whisky lovers, a visit to Limeburners 

Distillery, located on on the edge of 

Princess Royal Harbour, is a must. 

Limeburners made a splash in 2018 when 

its Darkest Winter was crowned the 

Southern Hemisphere’s Whisky of the Year 

by famous whisky critic Jim Murray. Be sure 

to try the Tiger Snake Australian Whisky 

while you’re there. 

WHY WE LOVE IT
The remarkable harbour is the heart 
of Albany – history was created on it 
and today the natural and man-made 
wonders that surround it have led to 
this special city being rightfully dubbed 
‘Amazing Albany.’

WHEN TO GO
Albany is a popular school holiday 
destination for Perth-based families 
so keep this is mind when booking 
accommodation. You may need to get 
in early if you plan to travel over the 
school holidays
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THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE24

https://www.trulyaus.com/albany-mount-barker-porongurups/


The Gap is a must-see in 
Albany – a viewing platform 

extends over a 24-metre 
chasm to the ocean where 
waves pummel the rocks  

in rough seas.
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WORDS: SHELLEY STERLING

Margaret 
River
Fabulous food, fine wine, dark chocolate, 

creamy nougat and juicy olives – they’re 

the essentials for any good itinerary. Now 

add glamping to the list and you’re close to 

understanding why people drool over the 

name ‘Margaret River’.

Located 275 kilometres south of Perth, 

Margaret River is renowned not just for 

its food and wine, but as an important 

stop on the World Surfing Tour. The well-

established surf culture, alternative art 

scene, pockets of untamed nature and 

abundance of delicious produce combine 

to make Margaret River the perfect 

destination for a relaxing getaway.

Food and wine in Margaret River
Despite only being a relatively small wine-

growing region, Margaret River contributes 

a hefty 20 per cent to Australia’s premium 

wine output. Because it has multiple 

microclimates and a variety of grape types, 

ages and production methods, no two wines 

are the same. A few perennial favourites 

are Cullen Wines, Voyager Estate and Cape 

Mentelle Vineyards, and a couple of notable 

up-and-comers are Stella Bella and South 

By South West.

27



From quick and casual bites to full-scale 

fine dining, Margaret River delivers 

in every way. The region incorporates 

the towns of Dunsborough, Busselton, 

Yallingup and Augusta, where the tastes of 

every type of traveller are catered for.

Grounded in Dunsborough, Drift Café in 

Margaret River and Black Sheep Deli in 

Cowaramup are strong contenders for the 

best brunch in the area – expect locally-

roasted coffee with every type of milk you 

can imagine and Aussie breakfast staples 

such as smashed avo, loaded pancakes 

and big brekky plates piled high with hash 

browns, sliced avocado, bacon, garlic 

mushrooms and eggs your way. 

For dinner, many of the breweries and 

cellar doors have restaurants headed up 

by some of the country’s most renowned 

chefs, but for something more casual, 

opt for a pub like the Settlers Tavern in 

Margaret River or the Goose Beach Bar 

and Kitchen in Busselton.

Craft beer and cider
The craft beer scene is making serious 

waves with new breweries springing up 

all over the region, each featuring its own 

distinct style and production techniques. 

Some producers are even experimenting 

with whacky flavours such as chilli, ginger 

and chocolate to take things to the next 

level. Cheeky Monkey in Wilyabrup, 

Colonial Brewing Co in Bramley and 

Margaret River Brewhouse are our top 

picks, all with great, upbeat spaces to 

sample the goods.

Getting around
To make the most of your time, opt for an 

organised tour, or at least pre-arrange your 

transport. Be sensible and treat yourself 

responsibly. Bus About is a charter bus 

service that creates bespoke winery-

hopping itineraries perfect for big groups, 

whereas Xplore Eyre Luxury Tours offers 

a slightly more upscale experience for 

couples and small groups that can be 

tailored to suit your every need.

WHY WE LOVE IT
What’s not to love? Exceptional fresh 
produce masterfully prepared by 
top chefs, world-class wines and a 
gorgeous culmination of coastal and 
hinterland scenery. It’s a dream!

WHEN TO GO
The Margaret River Pro brings visitors 
from all over the world to this down-to-
earth coastal region every April. With 
it comes a string of events with live 
music, markets and parties.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE28

https://www.trulyaus.com/exploring-margaret-river-wa/


Seek and you will find a 
tantalising string of farms and 

cellar doors linked by sun-
dappled roads with forest 

canopies shading the borders 
of verdant paddocks.
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Esperance
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Just the whisper of Esperance evokes 

imagery of untamed beauty and mystery 

in the mind’s eye of most West Aussies. 

There’s something about Esperance that 

encapsulates the West Australian lifestyle 

perfectly. Is it the deep blue waters of 

the Recherche Archipelago, or the white 

sands of remote beaches? For some, it 

might be the lively pubs full of characters 

in town or the spectacular displays of 

wildflowers in spring. 

The Esperance of the past
Traditional home of the Wudjari people, 

this section of coastline is synonymous 

with freedom and adventure. While not 

exactly the ‘Wild West’, it does have a 

fascinating history of harbouring explorers 

and outlaws.

The Dutch were the first Europeans to 

sail through the area back in 1627. But 

it was the French who first came ashore 

when sheltering from a storm in 1792. 

They named the spot after their ship, 

the Espérance. With names like Hellfire 

Bay, this coast has seen much drama 

over time and has attracted adventurers 

ranging from the British military to Afghan 

31



cameleers, whalers, pastoralists and gold 

miners. These days Esperance is a little 

more sedate, mostly known for its fishing, 

agriculture and, of course, tourism.

Exploring the coast
The Great Ocean Drive is a wonderful 

introduction to beaches that some would 

argue are the best in Australia, if not the 

world. The region’s sheltered bays of 

fluorescent blue and sand so powdery-

fine it squeaks beneath bare feet have to 

be seen to be believed. 

The views from the Rocky Headlands are 

worth the 40-kilometre loop alone, but if 

time permits, stop for a swim at Twilight 

Cove. Boarded walkways lead down 

to a secluded beach where incredible 

formations of giant granite boulders bask 

like elephants in the sea.

Located on Middle Island, 130 kilometres 

from shore, Lake Hillier is a brilliant, 

bubblegum-pink colour. You can take a 

scenic flight to capture a camera roll full 

of Instagram material, or join a local tour 

company on a cruise for the chance to see 

whales, dolphins and seals.

Where to eat around Esperance
Due to its isolation, Esperance has an 

appealing quaintness about it. That said, a 

contemporary scene is emerging – check 

out city-style café Downtown Espresso 

Bar and its hipster neighbour, Dempster 

Street Barber Shop.

 

Taylor St Quarters, set on Esperance’s 

beachfront, is a cool collective of 

restaurants, bars, cafés and music venues, 

spilling out on to a chilled outdoor space. 

Lucky Bay Brewing is another good choice 

for a lazy afternoon. This ‘paddock-to-

pint’ microbrewery is the only one in WA 

to source raw barley from local farmers 

for the production of craft beer. They 

even sell one-litre takeaway tinnies so you 

can take a tasty souvenir home.

WHY WE LOVE IT
Esperance’s palette is an 
Instagrammer’s dream, and is 
becoming increasingly popular for 
drone photographers who aim to 
capture the kaleidescopic landscape 
from above.

WHEN TO GO
From September to November a carpet 
of wildflowers covers the Goldfields-
Esperance region. You’ll enjoy 
temperatures in the mid-20s and minimal 
rainfall, perfect for taking on the region’s 
many walking trails.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE32

https://www.trulyaus.com/esperance/


Esperance is sure to delight, 
with sheltered bays of 

fluorescent blue, and sand 
so powdery-fine it squeaks 

beneath bare feet.
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Ningaloo Reef
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Most people journey to Ningaloo Reef 
cradling a dream of swimming with 
whale sharks. And that’s completely 
understandable – the extraordinary 
creatures that frequent the coast of 
WA are some of the biggest of their 
kind in the world. But it’s just one of 
the many reasons that this World 
Heritage site should be topping your 
bucket list.

Ningaloo Marine Park is a 
260-kilometre stretch of fringing 
reef that is home to 200 species of 
coral and more than 500 species 
of fish. To say the reef is positively 
teeming with marine life is a colossal 
understatement. Pods of orcas and 
fevers of stingrays abound, not to 
mention the stars of the show, the 
impressive whale sharks that can grow 
up to 12 metres in length and live for 
one hundred years or more. 



If you’re keen to jump in the water 
with these gentle giants, book a 
day tour with one of the local tour 
operators. You’ll head out in a boat 
with a team of marine biologists, 
diving instructors and skippers while 
a spotter plane circles overhead, 
on the lookout for the nearest 
whale sharks. It’s a truly humbling 
experience to swim alongside these 
enormous creatures, although you 
may have to compete for a view in 
peak season. 

Adventures outside the water
If you’d rather stay dry, you can 
still see whale sharks from above 
on a microflight of helicopter ride  
over the reef. Local operators offer 
various flight paths so you can see 
the stunning coastline, keeping an 
eye out for whale sharks, as well as 
the gloriously blue Exmouth Gulf 
and the rugged red landscape of 
Shothole Canyon. Scenic flights vary 
in duration and price but they’re a 
worthwhile splurge.

If heights aren’t your thing, stick to 
the shoreline and beach hop along 
the coast. Exmouth has plenty of 
boutiques, restaurants and places to 
stay, all within a short distance from 
the beach. Coral Bay, at the southern 
end of the Marine Park, is a top spot 
for swimming and snorkelling – keep 
an eye out for the graceful manta 
rays as they glide by. Alternatively, 
rent a glass-bottom kayak or SUP and 
explore the outer reef using your own 
paddling power. 

Getting there
Ningaloo Marine Park is halfway up 
the coast of Western Australia. The 
reef’s closest major hub is Exmouth, 
about 1,250 kilometres north of 
Perth. The drive is among Australia’s 
top road trips but it’s a pretty big 
undertaking. Most travellers stretch 
it out over three to five days. If 
you’re short on time, you can fly into 
Learmonth Airport, near Exmouth, 
and be dropped right in the middle of 
the action. 

WHY WE LOVE IT
There are strict safety regulations 
in place to ensure the extraordinary 
creatures of Ningaloo Reef are 
unharmed by tourist activity – but 
the rules help to keep human 
visitors safe, too. 

WHEN TO GO
For the best chance at encountering 
whale sharks, head to Ningaloo between 
September and November. However, if  
you miss the big spotty guys, you can 
swim with humpback whales from  
July to October.

THIS IS AN EXCERPT. READ THE FULL STORY HERE36

https://www.trulyaus.com/ningaloo-reef
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Win a 3-night
Perth escape

You’re in the running to win a 3-night stay in Perth for two

We’ve teamed up with Adina Hotels to give away an unforgetable 
Perth adventure. Adina Apartment Hotel Perth is located in the 
heart of the CBD just minutes away from many of Perth’s must-see 
attractions, including Perth Arena, Elizabeth Quay, Kings Park and 
Brookfield Place. 

Prize includes:
• 3 nights accommodation at Adina Apartment Hotel Perth
• Day trip to Rottnest Island for two

Terms & conditions apply. See website for details. IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 


